78                         CHOPIN

daughter for his sake.    Liszt had met George
Sand through Alfred de Musset, and, knowing
that the Comtesse d'AgouIt had a great admir-
ation for George Sand, he brought the two women
together.   In the autumn of 1836, all three were
staying in Paris at the Hotel de France, Rue
Laffitte.    Liszt often spoke to George Sand of
Chopin, whom he held in the highest esteem.   She
became curious and expressed a wish to meet
him.   One evening Chopin was surprised by a
visit from Liszt and some friends.   Even if many
of its facile  picturesque touches  may be dis-
counted, Liszt's description of the occasion can-
not be overlooked.   He paints for us a room lit by
a few candles, a Pleyel piano, ghostly furniture,
a sheet of light spreading from the piano towards
the hearth where the firelight gleamed.   In this
spotlight,  Heine,   Meyerbeer  and  Hiller  were
revealed.    Near this group was Delacroix, car-
ried away by Chopin's playing.    In a corner,
MicHewicz,   the   visionary,   sat   brooding.     A
mirror reflected the blonde hair of Liszt's adored
one, and " sunk in an armchair, with her elbows
on a console, was Mme Sand, curiously atten-
tive and graciously subjugated."   Later, Chopin
and George Sand met again at the Hotel de
France, where the Comtesse d'Agoult had im-
provised a salon,  and,  if we are  to   believe
Hiller,   Chopin   was   repelled by Mme  Sand
and  could   hardly   believe   that   she   was   a
woman,
For the whole of the year 1837, George Sand